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Shall the agents of neoliberal globalization willingly share their power and wealth on behalf of the eradication of hunger and poverty and for a more equitable world? Can the compassionate heart of a humanitarian president of a global conglomerate be strong enough to prevail over a structure geared towards profit maximization and wild competition for market control? Today’s world seems to provide emphatic negative answers to these questions.

The WSES workshop on regulations and social responsibility is concerned with the fact that current globalization works in such way as “to delocalize all controls over economic and political activity; a systematic, complete appropriation on the powers, decisions, options and functions that through prior history were fulfilled by the community, region or state(...) Communities and nations that formerly operated in a relatively self-reliant manner, in the interests of their own peoples, are converted into unwilling subjects of this much larger, undemocratic, unaccountable global structure” (Cavanagh, et al., 2002: 12). In the last two decades of the 20th century, sweeping neoliberal reforms have reshaped the Nation-States in both North and South, deregulated and liberalized markets, moulding public policies in the interests of private business. The outcome has been the most concentrated forms of control over power, wealth and knowledge, on the one hand, and widespread inequality, poverty and exclusion of working people in both hemispheres not only from the labor markets but, and more seriously, from the right to life as human beings, on the other.

Society is rising everywhere to shout enough! Two competing visions are clashing, one, corporate, the other, democratic; one competitive, the other, cooperative; one, money and market-centered, the other, people-centered. After the II World Social Forum the conservative leaders and media once again claimed that the protestors have no alternatives. Comfortable lie, which attempts to hide or distort the creative dimension of the mounting pressure of people against plutocracy and bureaucracy. Alternatives are emerging on three spheres: first, the sphere of vision and paradigm (object of another WSES workshop); second, the sphere of ideas for reform and transformation of institutions and proposals of alternative policies; and third, the sphere of alternative actions, both at the level of society, including the local economy, the enterprise, the community and the networks, and at the level of governments, above all local governments committed to a participatory approach to democracy and power sharing. The current workshop invites the participation of those interested in the second type of work on alternatives. 

The workshop takes as the desirable reference the basic individual and social rights to life, food, work, health, shelter, education, equity, diversity and sustainable security of livelihood. Every socioeconomic system should be able to ensure the fulfillment of these rights to each and every citizen that belongs to it. When the dominant economic agents are acting in ways that prevent these rights from being fulfilled, there are two strategies to deal with it: by changing the rules that define the nature of the agents and the relationships between them, thus totally reversing the dominant logic and culture; and by imposing rules and regulations that oblige agents to behave in a different way within the existing socioeconomic framework. The WSES, meeting in Findhorn in 2001, considered that both strategies are valid and complementary. 

The second strategy, that of regulations and controls, aims to tackle a number of behaviors of the main beneficiaries of neoliberal globalization - large corporations and wealthy elites – with respect to the ways they relate to local communities, to the consumers, to other enterprises, to markets, to government and politicians and to nature and the goods it offers. Unethical behaviors, corruption practices involving politicians, monopoly and cartel manipulation of consumers, restrictive business practices, transfer pricing practices, tax evasion, money laundering, these are only a few of a large number of misbehaviors of corporations, inside their national economies, as well as globally. They were once items in the UN agenda of discussions and have since been dropped under pressure from those very same powerful economic agents. If the game of power were left to the skills and wit of global corporations, one could still consider giving them another chance to make their actions fit their rhetoric. But the fact is that in the last two decades national States and multilateral agencies have reshaped their structures and ideology so as to serve the interests of large corporations, thus making massive public funds available for private benefit and designing public policies on their behalf that were often harmful to small and medium businesses, to consumers and to a sustainable interaction with nature.

Thus the increasing demand for rules, regulations, controls and institutional reforms that empower public agencies and society to exert democratic pressure over powerful economic agents. Two types of protestors are contemplated in this strategic approach: those who want new regulations and controls to restaure a balance between corporate interests and social well-being, and those who want a profound systemic transformation and know that this will not happen overnight and that families, communities and working people can only empower themselves through a long process that includes reigning in corporate power, establishing corporate public transparence and accountability, pressuring national and international institutions for internal as well as policy changes, creating new global institutions, etc.

You are invited to become an active participant in this stimulating WSES workshop.
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